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STATE PARK CAMPGROUNDS FILLING QUICKLY 
 

DES MOINES – Iowa State Parks will be swelling to near capacity as campers 
and picnickers celebrate the long Independence Day weekend with friends and family.   

 
The new campsite reservation system has been a popular choice for many 

campers who have reserved nearly every electrical site available.  As of Tuesday 
morning, electrical sites were available for reservation at Brushy Creek, Geode, Lake 
Anita, Lake Darling, Nine Eagles, Pilot Knob, Red Haw and Stone state parks. Non-
electric sites on the reservation system and first come, first serve, are available at nearly 
every state park.   

 
“The first come, first serve sites are probably getting pretty full as well.  I would 

guess nearly all of the electrical sites are gone,” said Kevin Szcodronski, chief of the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources state parks bureau.  “At this stage in the game, if 
someone wants a campsite, they would be wise to call the park to check availability.” 

 
With the parks at nearly capacity, campers should plan ahead and bring plenty of 

ice, bug spray and sun screen.  “Our campgrounds will be busy so people need to really 
be aware of their noise level and to be courteous to their neighbors,” Szcodronski said.  
“Leave the fireworks at home.” 

 

www.iowanaturestore.com 



The DNR is also encouraging campers to get their firewood from local sources so 
to not unintentionally transport any tree diseases or invasive species from one location to 
another.  

 
The DNR will be fully staffed at the state parks during the extended holiday 

weekend.  “Family gatherings over a holiday weekend at a state park are how memories 
are made, and we are happy to help with the enjoyment,” Szcodronski said.  
 
For more information, contact Szcodronski at 515-281-8674. 
 
 

### 
 
 
HEAVY BOAT TRAFFIC ANTICIPATED FOR LONG HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND 
 

DES MOINES – Iowa boaters should prepare for crowded parking lots, busy boat 
ramps, and long lines waiting to launch heading in to the busiest boating weekend of the 
year.  Iowa lakes and rivers will be busy from Friday through July 4 as many Iowans take 
a four or five day holiday celebrating Independence Day. 

 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is encouraging all boaters to 

use good judgement and if operating a boat to avoid alcohol.  “The recent weather 
forecasts are predicting the weekend to have typical July 4 heat which means we are 
going to be busy on the water,” said Rod Slings, recreation safety programs supervisor 
with the Iowa DNR.  

 
Slings said boaters should go through all their safety equipment before leaving 

home, check the trailer lights and make all the safety equipment is on board and 
operational. “This is one of the easiest things a boater can do to make sure the passengers 
are safe, and to avoid receiving a citation,” Slings said.   

 
On the water, boat operators and passengers need to keep look out for other 

boaters and personal watercraft operators on the water.  Distractions often occur when 
least expected and can be the glare from the sun, to a cell phone call.  

 
“It only takes an instant for a collision to happen and we want to avoid that,” 

Slings said.  
 
Boat operators aged 12 to 17 must have successfully completed a boating 

certification course and have the certificate with them if operating a boat without an adult 
on board.  The course is available from the Iowa DNR website www.iowadnr.com, then 
click on the safety education link in the left column, then on boating safety/education and 
follow the instructions.  

 



The DNR will have officers working all weekend on Iowa waters and on boat 
ramps checking safety equipment and in select areas, will be conducting an aquatic 
invasive species survey. 
 
For more information, contact Slings at 515-281-8652. 
 
 

### 
 
 
AWARE PADDLERS HAUL TONS OF TRASH FROM IOWA, 
ENGLISH RIVERS 
 

WAPELLO – Hundreds of trash-collecting volunteers reached the Mississippi 
Saturday as the fourth annual Project AWARE (A Watershed Awareness River 
Expedition) came to a close. 

 
This year, the weeklong river cleanup took participants to the Iowa and English 

rivers in southeast Iowa. Beginning near Iowa City on June 17, the expedition reached the 
mouth of the Iowa River on June 24. Project AWARE 2006 ended with a celebratory 
luncheon in Wapello. 

 
Along the way, the more than 150 volunteers collected a record amount of 

garbage, pulling an estimated 24 tons of tires, appliances, pop cans, glass bottles, car 
parts, bicycles, discarded clothes and other items from the rivers. Roughly 85 percent of 
that garbage was recycled. 

 
“I just think it’s something that needs to be done,” said AWARE volunteer and 

Van Meter resident Dick Howard. “The river’s been mistreated for a long time.” 
 
Low water levels and a more-populous surrounding area helped volunteers find 

much more trash than in previous years. On the first day of Project AWARE 2006, 
volunteers found more garbage than they collected during last year’s entire event, which 
covered the Little Sioux River. All told, this year’s haul tripled the amount found in 2005. 

 
As in previous years, volunteers removed all that garbage by hand, heading out in 

canoes and kayaks to scour the water and riverbanks for trash. Volunteers could join the 
expedition for as little as a day or as long as the entire week. The project also provided 
free canoes and camping, low-cost meals and evening “infotainment” programs about 
natural resources topics. 

 
Check www.iowaprojectaware.com for more information. 
 
Some of the estimated 12-tons of scrap metal collected during this year’s 

AWARE will end up in a work of art. As in previous years, Ogden artist David 
Williamson will help volunteers mold AWARE-collected metal into a sculpture. Look for 



interactive metal-smelting and sculpture-molding events during July’s Johnson County 
Fair and August’s Iowa State Fair. 
 
For more information, contact Brandon Harland at (515) 281-3150 or at 
brandon.harland@dnr.state.ia.us.    
 
 

### 
 
 
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS ALONG 
THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
 

Red-shouldered hawks had the best nesting success in 2006 than in any previous 
year during a 24-year study of these birds on the Upper Mississippi River.  During 
investigations between March and June of 2006, Jon Stravers, Research Coordinator for 
Audubon’s Upper Mississippi River Campaign, observed the highest success rate of 
nesting attempts and the highest number of young per nest since he began the research in 
1983.  

 
Stravers, working in Pools 9, 10, and 12 and various tributaries of the Upper 

Mississippi River, documented thirteen nesting attempts, twelve of which were successful 
(92.3 percent) and produced 33 nestlings that reached fledging age (2.75 per successful 
nest or 2.53 per nesting attempt). He confirmed Red-shouldered Hawk presence in seven 
additional areas where the birds’ nesting was presumed, but was not confirmed.  Perhaps 
most notable, Stravers found three nests with four nestling hawks that reached fledging 
age. He had only found a total of two nests with four young in the previous 23 years. 

 
Although Stravers is not certain of all the factors that may have contributed to the 

high success rates, he suspects suitable prey populations are an important factor. The 
mild spring weather with no extended periods of cold wet weather may have been 
important, and the rather brief period of high water this spring on the Mississippi River 
may have also contributed to favorable conditions. 

  
Between 1983 and 2005, Stravers and his research team documented Red-

shouldered Hawk presence in 63 sites along a 495 mile stretch (river miles 317-812) of 
the Mississippi River.  During that period, he determined the outcome of 125 RSH 
nesting attempts (an average of 5.2 per year). Of these, 79 were successful (63.2 percent) 
and 172 nestlings reached fledging age (an average of 2.2 per successful nest, or 1.4 per 
nesting attempt).  Although success rates varied somewhat from year to year (high of 88 
percent in 1988, to a low of 33 percent during the flood years of 1993 and 2001), the 
cumulative average of nesting attempts that were successful has usually remained fairly 
consistent between 62 and 67 percent.  The average number of nestlings produced per 
successful nesting attempt has usually been between 2.0 and 2.5, and the number of 
nestlings per overall nesting attempt has usually been between 1.3 to 1.7.   

 



Funding for these investigations has been provided by the Rock Island District of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Natural Resources Section, the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources Wildlife Diversity Program, and Audubon’s Upper Mississippi River 
Campaign. 
 
NOTE: For those interested, photos of Red-shouldered Hawk nestlings and their 
nest site habitat are available from Jon Stravers at hawk@acegroup.cc – ph 563-
586-2621 
 
 

### 
 
 
STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS! 
 

Thousands of people will be heading to Iowa waterways with boats and personal 
watercraft in tow for the July 4 holiday weekend.  The Iowa DNR is encouraging all 
boaters to take a minute to check for any unwanted hitchhikers and protect Iowa lakes 
and streams. 

 
Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra mussels, and other nonnative aquatic species threaten 

Iowa waters.  These aquatic invasive species can hitch a ride on boats, fishing gear, bait 
buckets, and other items used in the water.  When transported to another lake or stream, 
the aquatic invader can establish new populations and create serious problems. 

 
Zebra mussels are one example of an aquatic invasive species that has hitchhiked 

its way into Iowa. Zebra mussels were first documented in the Mississippi River in Iowa 
in 1992. There were no additional reports of zebra mussels found in interior waters until 
2005 when two adults were found in Clear Lake. Further investigation of the area at that 
time revealed no additional mussels. However, juvenile zebra mussels have recently been 
reported from the same area in Clear Lake where the adults were found last year. 
Biologists will continue monitoring the zebra mussel population in Clear Lake to 
determine their abundance and reproductive potential. 

 
The sighting of zebra mussels in a lake over 100 miles from the nearest known 

infestation highlights the spread of invasive species. The zebra mussels in Clear Lake 
probably arrived on or in a boat that had picked up the mussels in an infested waterbody, 
said Kim Bogenschutz, aquatic invasive species program coordinator for the Iowa DNR. 
Young zebra mussels are microscopic and can be unintentionally transported with water 
in live wells or bait buckets.  Adult zebra mussels can attach to boats, trailers, and aquatic 
vegetation. If boaters come from an infested waterbody, they can unintentionally 
transport zebra mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, or other aquatic invasive species if they 
do not take the proper precautions to prevent their spread. 

 
Boaters should follow a simple set of procedures each time when leaving the 

water. 



 
 Remove any visible plants, fish, or animals before transporting equipment. 

 
 Drain water from all equipment (motor, livewell, bilge, transom well) before 

transporting. 
 

 Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water (boats, trailers, equipment, 
boots, clothing, dogs).  Before transporting to another waterbody either: 

 Rinse your boat and equipment with hot (104 degree) water; or 
 Spray your boat and trailer with high-pressure water at a carwash; or 
 Dry your boat and equipment for at least 5 days. 

 
 Never release plants, fish, or animals into a waterbody unless they came out of that 

waterbody.  Empty unwanted bait in the trash. 
 

 Learn to identify aquatic invasive species.  Report any suspected infestations to the 
nearest DNR fisheries station. 

 
For more information contact Kim Bogenschutz, Aquatic Nuisance Species Program 
Coordinator, at 515-432-2823. 
 
 

### 
 
 
JUNE 30 – LAST DAY FOR CRP CONTRACT RENEWAL  
 

DES MOINES – Landowners with existing Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
contracts that expire in 2008, 2009 or 2010 have until Friday to continue their contracts.  

 
“For landowners, the contract offers guaranteed income on marginal land,” said 

Lyle Asell, special assistant for agriculture at the DNR.  “On these lands where yields are 
typically low, CRP is often the best choice – for the landowner, for wildlife and for water 
quality.”  

 
He added that producers will need to weigh the costs of converting CRP land to 

cropland against the benefits of having it in a CRP contract. Those costs include ensuring 
that it can be farmed according to a conservation plan.  

 
At stake in Iowa are more than 800,000 cropland acres that are currently planted 

to grass, grass-forb combinations or trees. The vegetation protects water quality by 
reducing the amounts of sediment, nutrients and pesticides that reach streams and lakes.  

 
Landowners received an offer from the USDA Farm Service Agency in April to 

renew or extend their contracts. In response, they must sign up at their local FSA office 
by June 30, 2006, if they want to accept the offers.  



 
Landowners who received the letter were given one of two choices:  

• Re-enrollment for those with the most vulnerable soils that yield the greatest 
environmental benefits if they remain in CRP. Those contracts will be offered for 
10 to 15 years, under a revised rental rate often higher than previous rates. 
Landowners will have to maintain the cover with disking or burning in the middle 
of the new contract. 

• Extensions for land that is less erosive or has a less beneficial cover type. 
Extensions are offered for two to five years at the existing rental rate.  

 
DNR biologists and foresters can help landowners with these decisions. Call the 

DNR Phone Center at (515) 281-5918 to find the biologist or forester that serves your 
county.  Or, stop by your local FSA office for more information.  
 
For more information, contact Paul Tauke at the DNR, (515) 242-6898; Kelly Smith 
at the DNR, (515) 281-6247; or Mike Musel at the Farm Service Agency State 
Office, (515) 254-1540 Ext. 440. 
 
 

### 
 
 
WILDLIFE BABIES 
By Joe Wilkinson 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
 

A wind gust in a thunderstorm leads to premature flight for a young hawk. A 
road-killed raccoon leaves behind it’s young in a hollow limb. A well-meaning, but 
uninformed, human ‘rescues’ a spindly-legged fawn. All the wildlife babies will now 
have their lives altered. Whether any survive frequently depends on people; those who 
first encounter them, and others who end up caring for them in the weeks or months 
ahead. 

 
Too often, humans rush to the rescue when they come across a wildlife baby. 

Sometimes, they are savior. More often, they compound the problem. A better approach 
is to watch from a reasonable distance. “Displaced wildlife are sort of like human 
toddlers,” offers Jodeane Cancilla, director of the Macbride Raptor Project in eastern 
Iowa. “They get going and they crash and burn a few times. Then, they get up and learn 
to walk a little better. Wildlife goes through a very similar pattern learning to fly or 
walk.” 

 
With summer in full swing, more people are outdoors...and more wildlife babies 

are there, too. Only a last second yank on the leash kept a flopping, fuzzy oriole from 
becoming an appetizer for our dog a couple days ago. The smell and sight of slower 
moving birds, chipmunks and rabbits have her running and jumping in circles outside.  
“We get a lot of calls about baby birds on the ground,” reports Tim Thompson, wildlife 



biologist for the Department of Natural Resources. “People call about fawns that appear 
to be orphaned, too. However, the best course of action is usually to wait.” 

 
If you have ever placed a clumsy, not-yet-fully-feathered robin back in its nest...or 

on a low branch, you know that in a minute, it’s right back on the ground, flapping and 
hopping in an attempt to fly. Likewise, that fawn curled up in the grass instinctively 
freezes, hoping you will go away. So will the doe, most likely watching from a short 
distance.  She left the fawn, and probably another one somewhere, too, so she could feed. 
The young deer do not give off a scent for the first couple weeks of their lives. They’re 
safe there, until she calls to them to come nurse...unless they have been scooped up and 
carried away. 

 
“The only time you might want to pick up a fawn is when you know that the doe 

has been killed,” urges Thompson.  “We usually tell people to wait a day, to make sure 
the mother is gone.”  Once in human hands, the little whitetail is in for weeks of hand-
held bottles from a licensed wildlife rehabilitator, followed by a couple months of being 
taught what to eat and where to find it. And after depending on a human for everything, 
that rehabilitator then has the toughest lesson to deliver; teaching the deer to avoid the 
hand that raised it. It’s a tremendous commitment of time, talent and out-of-pocket 
expenses for ‘rehabbers,’ most of whom work regular jobs, and take care of wildlife 
babies in what used to be spare time.  

 
And don’t think you can just pick up a few pointers and ‘do it yourself.’ Many 

calls to conservation officers or rehabilitators come from those who thought it would be 
fun to raise a bunny, squirrel or other critter. After a couple days and semi-sleepless 
nights, they know better and the wildlife orphan has long worn out its welcome. It is also 
illegal. 

 
“I would say, the majority of times, just observe from a safe distance,” advises 

Cancilla, from the Raptor Center. “If you feel a bird, for instance, is ill or injured, restrain 
it in a pet taxi or cardboard box. Make a call to a rehabilitator so they can advise you 
about what to do.”  She even recommends against feeding or watering an injured wild 
animal, in case it needs to go through x-rays or into surgery.   

 
Storm Injured Hawk Doesn’t Make It 

 
The call was a typical one: the result perhaps not.  “I have a young (hawk) that 

was flopping around in our yard. I left a message at the Raptor center. What should I do, 
now,” inquired a woman from the Solon area. 

 
Actually, she was a step or two ahead of the game. With a phone message left 

with the Macbride Raptor Project, she would get a return call. Plus, she had the bird in a 
portable pet carrier, safe for the night. The next morning, I taxied it from her acreage to 
the raptor center, at the Macbride Nature Recreation area, along the Coralville Reservoir.   

 



It lacked the markings of a mature hawk, however the blowing thunderstorm a 
day before was enough of a clue. “We look for the downy area at the top of the beak. 
Also, we look at the hazel colored eyes,” explained Raptor Project director JoDeane 
Cancilla.  She also pointed to the brown, banded tail and the belly band, marks of a bird 
just leaving the nest. “It is a fledgling red-tailed hawk. It was probably just beginning to 
stretch those wings and make flight attempts, when the storm picked it up and deposited 
it elsewhere.” 

 
Unfortunately, not all rescues have happy endings.  It was dragging its legs when 

it was recovered. Though alert and breathing, there was trouble. “It had some sort of 
trauma to its back; with bruising and a laceration,” reported Cancilla a few days later.  “It 
didn’t make it through the weekend.” 

 
In the real world, it happens. In Nature, few critters make it through a year in the 

wild. It makes the work of wildlife rehabbers that much more impressive, given the odds 
faced by orphaned or injured wildlife, were they not there. 

 
 

### 
 

IOWA FISHING REPORT 
For the week of June 27, 2006 

www.iowadnr.com 
 

For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact 

the office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.   

 
Northeast 

Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: The Mississippi River is reaching its normal 
summer water levels and is projected to remain steady or drop slightly during the next 
week.  Water clarity is excellent and main channel water temperature has risen steadily to 
77 degrees as of Monday.  River stages are 8.3 feet at Lansing, 6.0 feet at Guttenberg, 8.3 
feet in Dubuque and 6.0 feet at Bellevue.  Fishing continues to be outstanding.   

Bluegills are moving off their spawning beds in the backwater areas in Pools 9 to 
15 and heading towards areas with slight current.  Bluegills are being caught on a piece 
of night crawler floated under a bobber in the shallow areas along the shoreline or a small 
jig fished onto the spawning bed.  The pocket areas at the Lynxville (Lock and Dam 9) 
and Guttenberg (Lock and Dam 10) have been outstanding for bluegills.  In addition, the 
wing dam areas near the shore have been excellent producers.  To catch the last bluegills 
still on spawning nests, try backwater areas such as Black Hawk Park (Pool 9), Bussey 
Lake and the Sny Magill complex (Pool 10) and Swift Slough (Pool 11).    



Freshwater drum (sheephead) fishing is excellent in Pools 9 to 15.  These fish are 
being caught in the tailwater areas and along the main channel by fishing a night crawler 
on the bottom.   

Walleye fishing has been good in Pools 9 to 11 and hit or miss in Pools 12 to 15 
with many different weather fronts moving through the area.  There can be a one to two 
day lull in the walleye fishing after a weather front passes through the area.  When they 
are biting, walleye fishing has been good to excellent.  Anchor above the wing dams and 
cast crankbaits or jigs over the top of the dam and work it back to the boat.  Try trolling 
crankbaits near the closing dams for actively feeding walleye.  Three-way rigs with 
floaters or spinners tipped with half of a night crawler or a leech is also effective.   

Largemouth bass fishing has been good to excellent throughout Pools 12 to 15 
using shad and crawfish imitating crankbaits, spinner baits and soft plastics.  The key is 
to focus on structure. Look for areas with rock, wood or vegetation or try to find spots 
with a combination of these.  For example, a snag along a rip rapped shoreline or a stump 
next to vegetation would be a good bass hangout.  Also try throwing spinner baits along 
the weed edges for hungry bass.   

Smallmouth bass are being caught along rocky shorelines with current and 
associated along wing dams in Pools 12 to 15.   

Fishing has picked up for channel catfish on night crawlers and stink baits fished 
along the upper sides of snags in deeper water in Pools 9 to 15.  Channel catfish can also 
be caught along rocky shorelines floating a night crawler under a bobber.   

Many other fish species are being caught and will continue to provide excellent 
local fishing including rock bass, white bass and flathead catfish.  These species are 
predaceous fish eaters and will hit on a variety of jigs and spinners. 

Cedar River (Black Hawk): The river is in good condition for anglers.  Crappie 
fishing is good on jigs fished along the rocks below the dams.  Channel catfish are hitting 
chicken liver. 

Wapsipinicon River (Buchanan): Channel catfishing is good on night crawlers or 
chicken liver fished on the bottom. 

Maquoketa River (Delaware): Fishing is good for channel catfish using night 
crawlers or chicken liver.  

Brinker Lake (Black Hawk): Crappie fishing is fair suspending a minnow or jig 
in 12 feet of water. Fish close to structure for best results.  

Casey Lake (Tama): Anglers are catching 8-inch bluegills in the shallow water 
using a piece of night crawler or other small baits.  Largemouth bass are hitting rubber 
worms.  As a reminder, there is an 18-inch minimum size limit on bass in this lake. 

Fontana Lake (Buchanan): Fishing is excellent for bluegills and green sunfish 
using a worm suspended under a bobber.  Largemouth bass are working the shorelines 
and hitting worms. 

George Wyth Lake (Black Hawk): Channel catfish are biting on night crawlers 
and chicken liver fished around snags.  

Lake Hendricks (Howard): Hendricks is in excellent condition for fishing.  
Largemouth bass are hitting night crawlers fished close to the bottom under a bobber and 
on crankbaits.  Bluegill fishing is excellent on worms fished under a bobber.  Crappies 
are hitting little twisters.  Fishing for channel catfish is good to excellent on night 
crawlers and chicken liver fished next to rocky structure. 



Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Bluegill fishing is good on a piece of night crawler 
fished under a bobber in warm water close to shore.  Crappie fishing is fair to good on 
minnows, with larger crappies being caught from the deeper water next to structure.  A 
few channel catfish are being caught on night crawlers. 

Plainfield Lake (Bremer): Bluegill fishing is good drifting night crawlers in the 
main lake. 

Trout fishing excellent and stream conditions are good to excellent.  Stocking 
information for specific streams can be found on the web by going through the DNR web 
site at www.iowadnr.com or directly to 
http://www.iowadnr.com/fish/news/stockrep/groupstock.pdf.  Anglers may also call the 
recorded trout stocking information hotline at 563-927-5736.   

For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Manchester at 563-927-3276. 

 
Northwest 

Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Walleye fishing has been productive on spinner/night 
crawler combinations in the basin.  Many 14 to 16 inch fish are being caught with an 
occasional fish from 20 to 29 inches.  Early or late in the day anglers will find activity 
around the foot bridge, Big Stoney Point, Buffalo Run and the weed line in Angler’s Bay 
in 12 to 18 feet of water. Largemouth bass can be caught around docks and in Angler’s 
Bay.  Can also be caught around Hale’s Slough along and within the bulrushes.  Try 
using spinner baits. A few bluegills and yellow perch are being caught at Hale’s Slough 
along and within the bulrushes using 1/32nd ounce jigs. 

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Walleye are being caught drifting a leech along 
weed lines in 18 to 23 feet of water. Smallmouth bass have been biting at Fort Dodge and 
Gull Points on crawfish and artificial baits. Bluegills are being caught along the docks in 
Hayward’s Bay, Emerson Bay, Miller’s Bay and Atwell’s Point with small jigs.  Anglers 
should also fish emerging weed lines with leeches to find quality bluegills. 

East Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Freshwater drum can be caught at the spillway. 
Anglers are catching bullheads at the spillway. White bass can be caught along the trestle 
using minnows and white twisters. Panfish can be caught along the weeds and docks 
using small jigs tipped with live bait. A few large yellow perch have moved into the 
spillway area. Channel catfish are being caught on the north end using cut bait or stink 
bait. 

Silver Lake (Dickinson): Walleye have biting on spinner rigs with night crawlers 
and leeches.  Trolling crankbaits has also been effective for walleye.  Shore anglers have 
caught walleyes off white twisters. Channel catfish are being caught around submerged 
brush in the evening fishing with cut bait. 

Willow Creek (Osceola): Largemouth bass can be caught using night crawlers. 
Bluegills and pumpkinseeds can be caught in shallow with small artificial lures or small 
jigs tipped with a piece of night crawler. Channel catfish can be caught using traditional 
catfish baits. 

West Fork Des Moines River (Emmet/Palo Alto): Channel catfish are being 
caught on night crawlers fishing around holes and snags. 

Silver Lake (Palo Alto): Bullhead fishing has been good fishing with night 
crawlers. 



Anglers are also catching yellow perch and crappies. 
Lake Pahoja (Lyon): Anglers are catching 6 to 7-inch crappies and bluegills, 

with an occasional yellow perch, on wax worms and tube jigs. Channel catfish are being 
caught in the mornings and evenings.  

Brushy Creek (Webster): Anglers are catching a lot of small walleyes. Not as 
many crappies were caught last week, but a lot of nice bluegills were. Try using wax 
worms for bluegills. Bass are associated with structure and a lot of small bass are up next 
to shore. Remember the 15-inch minimum length limit on bass. 

Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Anglers are still catching walleyes while trolling 
crankbaits and some anglers are catching their three fish limit of walleyes longer than the 
15-inch minimum length.  Fishing for channel catfish is excellent on stink bait, night 
crawlers and cut bait. Anglers are catching a lot of 1 to 2-pound fish.  

Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Channel catfish fishing is excellent using stink bait, 
night crawlers and leeches.  Limits of catfish have been caught trolling crankbaits as well. 
Walleye fishing is fair with some larger fish (18 to 22 inches) being caught trolling 
crankbaits or drifting leeches. A few white bass are being caught on crankbaits while 
fishing for walleye. 

Crawford Creek (Ida): Fishing is good to excellent for bluegills and a few 
crappie casting or drifting little leadheads tipped with a piece of night crawler or wax 
worm.  Bluegills average about 7 ½ to 8 inches. 

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Walleye fishing has been good.  Fish are being caught 
trolling crankbaits or using live bait around the reefs.  Remember Clear Lake has a 14-
inch minimum length limit. White bass are being caught while fishing for walleye. 
Bullhead fishing is good at the Ventura Grade and Ventura Access.  Fish night crawlers 
on the bottom for the bullheads. Channel catfish are hitting on night crawlers, stink bait 
and chicken liver in the mornings and evenings. 

Rice Lake (Winnebago): Bullhead fishing is good using night crawlers on the 
bottom. 

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Largemouth bass are being caught throwing spinner baits 
and plastic lures along the shorelines. Bluegill fishing is good using wax worms. 
Crappies are being caught trolling small jigs in 6 to 10 feet of water. Channel catfish are 
hitting night crawlers or stink bait along the south shoreline.  

Crystal Lake (Hancock): Anglers are catching good numbers of bullheads on 
night crawlers. Channel catfish are hitting on chicken liver and prepared stink bait. 

East Fork Des Moines River (Kossuth): Channel catfish are excellent using cut 
bait and worms near the snags. 

Lake Cornelia (Wright): Channel catfish are excellent using chicken liver and 
night crawlers.  Fish for catfish in the evenings, on the north shoreline for the best action. 
Bullheads are hitting on night crawlers fished on the bottom. Some walleyes are being 
caught trolling crankbaits. Largemouth bass fishing is good using spinner baits and 
crankbaits.  

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840. 
 



Southwest 
Don Williams (Boone): Fishing is good for crappies on minnows. Bluegill fishing 

has been good using night crawlers. Channel catfish are being caught using chicken liver.  
Largemouth bass fishing has been good with fish over 15 inches.  

Hickory Grove (Story): Bluegill fishing has been good with worms.  Channel 
catfish are being caught using night crawlers and other traditional baits.  Largemouth bass 
fishing has been good, particularly around the rockier areas.    

Big Creek (Polk): Crappie fishing has been good using jigs/minnows with better 
fishing in deep water offshore.  Anglers reported catching smaller walleye with jigs and 
minnows.  Bluegill fishing has been good using worms on hooks with some nice-sized 
fish being caught.  Channel catfish fishing is good. 

Easter Lake (Polk): Fishing is good for crappies using jigs and minnows.  
Bluegill fishing is good using night crawlers and bobbers.  Largemouth bass fishing is 
fair along the rocky areas.  Channel catfish fishing has been good with night crawlers. 

Saylorville Lake (Polk): Crappie fishing has been good, particularly in the 
Marina area.  The shallow water coves have also produced some nice crappie fishing.   

Below Saylorville Dam (Polk): Walleye fishing has been good in the river using 
twister tails, leaches, minnows and jigs.  White bass/wiper fishing has been fair using jigs 
and/or minnows.   

Below Scott Street Dam (Polk): White bass fishing has been good.  
Rock Creek (Jasper): Crappies are good on jigs and minnows in deeper water.  

Bluegill fishing has been good for anglers on shore and in boat. Use night crawlers and 
fish from 3 to 5 feet deep. Channel catfish fishing is good to excellent with cut bait and 
chicken liver.   

Red Rock (Marion): Crappie and white bass fishing has been good in the 
Whitebreast area and along the dam.  Channel catfish fishing has been fair using cut baits 
and liver.    

Below Lake Red Rock (Marion): White bass fishing has been excellent with jigs 
in the tailwater area.  Channel catfish fishing has been fair using cut baits and liver.     

Roberts Creek (Marion): Crappie fishing has been good using jigs and minnows.  
Bluegill fishing has been fair. 

Lake Ahquabi (Warren): Bluegill and redear sunfish fishing has been good, with 
some nice sized fish caught.  Largemouth bass fishing has been good, although most of 
the fish caught are below the legal length limit.  Channel catfish fishing has been fair to 
good. 

Hooper Lake (Warren): Bluegill fishing has been good with small jigs and night 
crawlers.  Largemouth bass fishing is best along the rocky dam area with crank baits.  
Channel catfish fishing has been fair. 

Contact:  Dick McWilliams (515) 432-2823, Ext.108, for information on the 
above area lakes.  For more information on general fishing in southwest Iowa, call 
the SW Regional Office in Lewis at 712-769-2587. 

Green Valley (Union): Some bluegills can be caught from the structure using jigs 
and night crawlers.  Bullheads are biting on night crawlers.  Channel catfish are biting on 
night crawlers or liver. 

Three Mile (Union): Channel catfish fishing is good in the flooded timber using 
night crawlers or liver.  Some walleye are being caught on leeches and night crawlers 



from the mounds and steep drop-offs.  Some crappie can be caught from the mid-lake 
coves.  

Icaria (Adams): Fishing is good for small to mid sized fish of all species.  
Channel catfish up to 3 pounds can be caught with night crawlers or liver.  The bullheads 
are biting well on night crawlers. 

Binder Reservoir (Adams): Channel catfish up to 3 pounds can be caught on 
night crawlers or liver. 

Little River (Decatur): The channel catfish are biting on night crawlers and liver. 
Three Fires (Taylor): Several 2-pound channel catfish are being caught using 

night crawlers or liver.  The mid-sized bluegills are biting well. 
Contact:  Gary Sobotka (641) 464-3108 for information on the above area 

lakes.  For more information on general fishing in southwest Iowa, call the SW 
Regional Office in Lewis at 712-769-2587. 

Orient (Adair): Fishing is fair for 2 to 3-pound channel catfish.  Crappies are 
slow along the shoreline using minnows with a bobber.  Bluegills are fair using night 
crawlers with bobber and small jigs. 

Greenfield (Adair): Fishing is fair for 7 to 8-inch bluegills using jigs tipped with 
night crawlers either fishing structure or drift fishing.  Channel catfish are slow using 
liver. 

Nodaway (Adair): Crappie fishing is slow using jigs and minnows.  Channel 
catfish are being caught on liver in shallow areas.  Greenfield and Nodaway have low 
water levels.  Shore anglers best fishing would be off the dam. 

Meadow (Adair): Largemouth bass are being caught around brush piles.  
Bluegills are fair using night crawlers around the sunken trees. Crappies are slow around 
sunken trees using minnows. 

Morman Trail (Adair): Fishing is slow for bluegills on rocked shoreline along 
south side of lake.  Channel catfish is fair using liver and night crawlers. 

Littlefield (Audubon): Anglers are catching a few bluegills by drifting night 
crawlers, but fishing is slow.  Crappie fishing is slow drifting minnows. A few channel 
catfish are being caught using liver or cut bait. 

Anita (Cass): The lake is still 5 feet low and has limited shoreline access. The 
south boat ramp can be used with a small (14 foot) boat.  The lake contains a good fish 
population and fishing should be good.  Fishing for 12 to 15 inch largemouth bass has 
been good. 

Manawa (Pottawattamie): Largemouth bass fishing is fair using plastic baits with 
a slow retrieve in canals and around Boy Scout Island.  Fishing for wipers is slow with a 
few being caught on east shore by outlet tube using white twister tails.  Walleyes are slow 
drifting night crawlers and leeches close to rock shorelines.  Channel catfish fishing is 
fair with shrimp or cut bait close to shore around rocks.  Fish in the 2 to 8-pound range 
are common.  Bluegill fishing is fair using night crawlers or wax worms on a bobber in 
canals and around the boat docks.   

DeSoto Bend (Harrison): Crappie fishing is fair using jigs and minnows around 
sunken trees. Channel catfish is fair in shallow areas using night crawlers, cut bait or 
shad. Freshwater drum are being caught on east shoreline using night crawlers on the 
bottom.  A few walleyes are being caught drifting live bait rigs with night crawlers. 



Prairie Rose (Shelby): Crappies are fair along rocky shorelines using jigs.  
Channel catfish fishing is good on liver and prepared baits along rocky shorelines.  
Largemouth bass, from 3 to 5 pounds, are being caught on rocky points using night 
crawlers.  Bluegills have slowed, but a few are being caught drifting jigs tipped with 
night crawlers. 

Willow (Harrison): Crappie fishing is slow.  A few are being caught using 
minnow and bobber in 8 to 10 feet of water.  Bluegills are being caught in the 7 to 8-inch 
range.  A few channel catfish are being caught using cut bait in shallow coves. 

Farm Ponds: Fishing is good for bluegills, using jigs tipped with night crawlers.  
Largemouth bass fishing is also good. 

Contact:    Chris Larson (712) 769-2587 for information on the above area 
lakes. For more information on general fishing in southwest Iowa, call the SW 
Regional Office in Lewis at 712-769-2587. 

 
Southeast 

Mississippi River Pools 16 to 19: The water temperature at Lock and Dam 16 
(Muscatine) is 77 degrees and the river pool stage for Pool 16 is 11.17 feet.  Water levels 
are expected to remain stable over the next several days.      

Walleye fishing has been fair on Pool 16 near Credit Island, outside Sunset 
Marina, and near the Interstate 280 Bridge on the Iowa side.  Try fishing walleyes around 
the wing dams and rock piles with jigs tipped with leeches or minnows and crankbaits.  
Channel catfishing has been excellent on Pools 16 to 19 on various baits-worms, leeches, 
crushed minnows, dip baits, shrimp and dead shad.  Channel catfish can be found around 
drift piles, in the backwater, and the mouths of tributary rivers and streams.  Flathead 
catfish continue to be caught in the deeper holes throughout the Mississippi River, in the 
tail water areas and below the emergency spillways of the navigation dams.  Fishing for 
channel and flathead catfish has been best in the evening, night, and early morning.  
Fishing continues to be fair for largemouth bass in accessible backwaters on artificial 
baits and live bait rigs.  Bluegill fishing has been good in the backwaters and below the 
emergency spillways.  Try for bluegill and bass in the backwaters of Credit Island and 
Sunset Marina in Pool 16, Big Timber Area in Pool 17, Huron Island Pool 18, and Lake 
Odessa Pools 17/18.  These backwaters will also produce good numbers of channel 
catfish. 

Lake Odessa (Louisa): The summer lake level draw down continues so be aware 
of the water level while boating.  Bass fishing has been fairly good in the early morning 
hours.      

Lake Darling (Washington): Water temperature is in the upper 70s and low 80s.  
Look for catfish nesting around the riprap.  The flatheads are nesting in the culverts and 
culvert piles in the lake so try in those areas for a chance to hook a big fish.  Bluegills and 
bass are finishing their spawning activities with a few bluegills still on the beds. 

Lake Geode (Henry): Bluegills and redears are staying off the deeper ledges and 
along the deep weed lines. Early morning hours are best as the fishing shuts down as the 
sun gets higher.    

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): The bluegills are biting in about 12 foot of water.   
Use ice fishing jigs tipped with wax worms.  



Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Walleyes have been hitting on night crawlers 
trolled around rocky underwater islands. They have also been hitting on crankbaits and 
jig and minnow combos.  Channel catfish have been biting on liver, cut bait and prepared 
baits.  

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Bluegills and crappies have been hitting on small jigs 
tipped with a wax worm.  Largemouth bass have been hitting on a variety of artificial 
lures.    

Lake Wapello (Davis): Bluegills have been hitting on a chunk of night crawler 
drifted in the deeper water.  Largemouth bass have been hitting on a variety of artificial 
lures.        

Lake Keomah (Mahaska): Channel catfish have been biting on night crawlers. 
Largemouth bass have been hitting on a variety of artificial lures.   

Lake Macbride (Johnson): The bluegills are biting here.  What they lack in size, 
they should make up for in numbers.  Use small worms around the rocks or downed trees.  
Some largemouth and spotted bass can also be caught around the shallow cover or deeper 
structure.                 

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Bluegills are still being caught but the spawn has 
tapered off.  The channel catfish are starting to bite and the fishing should continue to 
improve and move shallow.  Largemouth bass are feeding on a variety of artificial lures.   

Pleasant Creek (Linn): Largemouth bass are being caught around the dam and 
rock jetties.  Plastic worms and crankbaits have been working best.  Remember the 18-
inch size limit.  White bass have also been biting on small crankbaits and on top-water 
lures towards evening.  Walleye anglers trolling crankbaits have run across some nice 
sized fish as well.    

Kent Lake (Johnson): Anglers are catching bluegills and largemouth bass.  Try 
small worms in the shallows for bluegills and plastics or crankbaits around the wood and 
rocks for the bass.  Channel catfish are also starting to bite, with best results early and 
late.   

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson): White bass can be caught on jigs and small 
crankbaits pitched around the rock bluffs and down at the Reservoir dam.  

Hannen Lake (Benton): Channel catfish are biting here on night crawlers and 
chicken liver.  Rocky areas should produce best, especially towards dark.  Smaller 
largemouth bass are consistently being caught on a number of lures.    

Otter Creek (Tama): Anglers looking for lots of action should come here to fish 
for yellow bass.  These scrappy, tasty fish are marginal in size but numbers will make up 
for it.  Channel catfish are also picking up and can be caught on night crawlers and liver.     

Skunk River (Washington): Water levels are approaching normal summer lows.  
Catfishing has slowed as the fish concentrate on spawning.    

Iowa River (Louisa): Water levels remain navigable.  Catfishing is slow with 
most of the channel and flathead catfish being caught being smaller immature fish.  
Anglers looking for the bigger catfish should be fishing along high cut banks targeting 
the larger spawning males.     

For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Brighton at 319-694-2430. 
 
 

### 


